The Cambridge Symposium on Economic Crime
(CIDOEC – The Centre for International Documentation on Organised and Economic Crime)

The Cambridge Symposium on economic crime was conceived as a means of bringing together those
who have an interest in the prevention and control of economically motivated crime and the abuse
of the financial sector in 1981, to share their knowledge and promote effective mutual assistance.
The original organising institutions were Jesus College, Cambridge, the University of London, the
International Chamber of Commerce and the Commonwealth Secretariat (supported by the UK’s
Foreign Office).
The Master and Fellows of Jesus College have hosted the annual Cambridge symposium at Jesus
College since its inception 35 years ago. Jesus College is one of the oldest colleges in the University
of Cambridge founded in 1496, although its buildings are in part much older.
Professor Barry Rider OBE has been the driving force behind the symposia since its conception and
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II recognised this and the contribution that the symposium has made
to international co-operation and the protection of economies by making Professor Rider an Officer
of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire.
Over the years a number of regional symposia have been held around the world under the auspices
of the Cambridge symposium. These while rather smaller and more focussed have been organised
very much along the same lines as the annual international programme. The venue for these
regional programmes have included Tokyo, Hong Kong, Kuala Lumpur, Singapore, Jakarta, Istanbul,
South Africa, Accra, Barbados, Toronto, Sienna and Buenos Aires.
From the very start the symposium has enjoyed a close relationship with China and in particular the
Supreme People’s Procuratorate and a number of leading Chinese universities. The organisers are,
however, keen to see rather more practitioners attend and would welcome much greater
involvement from the Chinese legal profession.
While the symposium enjoys the support of many governments, inter-governmental and
international organisations, the academy and those rather more involved in the front line, it does
not have significant financial support and is run on an entirely voluntary and non-profit making basis.
If it was not for the generous support of Jesus College, the speakers and panellists and the
secretariat, it could not take place.
The objective of the annual symposium is the same today as it was at its inception to promote
understanding of the threats and issues and to facilitate greater and more effective prevention,
control and in particular mutual co-operation in regard to the many and complex issues relating to
economic crime and abuse.
The Thirty-Fifth International Symposium on Economic Crime will take place at Jesus College,
Cambridge from Sunday 3rd to Sunday 10th September 2017.
Our over aching theme this year will be the efficacy and efficiency in preventing and controlling
economically relevant crime and misconduct of those who by office or circumstance are looked
upon by our societies to protect us. Consequently we will be focussing not only on the role of the
traditional criminal justice system but also regulators, the compliance industry and all those who
assume responsibility for minding other people’s wealth. We will place considerable emphasis on
the developing role of financial analysis and intelligence and the identification of suspicious wealth.

While this is our over-arching theme, as in previous years we will also focus a great deal of attention
on related and other issues pertinent to preventing and controlling economically motivated crime
and abuse. The organising institutions are confident in expecting well over 1,600 participants from
around the world. Indeed last year it was estimated that nearly 1,800 participants passed through
the College. As we have indicated the symposium is organised by a number of leading academic and
research institutions from around the world, including the University of Cambridge, with the support
of numerous governments and international organisations on a non-profit making basis.
We are concerned to give those attending the symposium the widest and deepest possible exposure
to the issues under discussion. Consequently we do strictly control the time allocated to each
speaker and panellist. On the other hand, one of the primary characteristics of the symposium is that
there is ample opportunity at meals and on other occasions to interact and to informally pursue
matters raised in the plenary sessions. We encourage all speakers and panellists to submit written
papers in which they can explore the issues that they have been asked to discuss in much more
details. Indeed, we are keen to publish these papers in the two journals associated with the annual
symposium as a permanent and more accessible record. While it is helpful to us to receive copy prior
to the symposium we do not require submission of the final draft until after the proceedings so as to
afford speakers and panellists an opportunity to take account of discussions in Cambridge.
I sincerely hope that you are able to accept this invitation as I have no doubt that your participation
in this year’s programme will contribute much to its success and the quality of our deliberations.

Professor Barry Rider OBE
Symposium Director and Co-Chairman

